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Maharaja at Mysore. At Bangalore, the quarrying of the
rock which is largely used as a building stone, for walls,
posts for huts, etc., by means of a wood fire, which detaches
large plates, has been carried to great perfection. Attention
has recently been paid to the possibilities of the purple
norite, which forms large masses in the hills of south-west
Coorg, as an ornamental stone. The pink sandstone from
Ramapuram, about 40 miles north of Madras, has been used
with excellent effect in the building of the Victoria Memorial
Hall, Madras. The white, grey, and flesh-coloured lime-
stones from the Madukarai beds near Coimbatorc are
eminently adapted for ornamental purposes, and have been
utilised in the church at Coimbatorc. The white variety
is used for drinking-troughs for animals. The so-called
Trichinopoly marble, which is largely made up of fossil
univalve and bivalve shells, takes a fine polish, and is
valuable as a decorative stone. White limestone from the
Kistna district, out of which the sculptured railing of the
Amaravati stupa was carved, and the dark limestone from
the Narji quarries, which provides the building-stones
known as Cuddapah slabs, are largely used for mosaic
floorings. The limestones of the Kistna and Kurnool
districts have been used as lithographic stones. Chunam
(lime), made of calcined shells, when specially prepared,
produces a fine plaster, known as polished chunam, which
has a shining white surface like polished marble.
On the west coast, laterite, cut into big bricks, is largely
used in the construction of houses.
A fine clay, which is found in various places in South
Canara, especially along the Netravati river, supplies the
material from which the well-known Mangalore tiles are
made. Clays, and kaolin (china-clay) produced by the
decomposition of the felspar of granite, occur in many
districts, and are used in the manufacture of pottery and
earthenware.